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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study 1) agricultural knowledge, learning resources, and the
application of knowledge to benefit young smart farmers 2) opinion towards the development, relating factors, and
changes that occurred from the development of young smart farmers 3) potential, needs for potential development,
and the network connection of young smart farmers 4) problems, suggestions, and guideline for extension and
potential development of young smart farmers. The population in this research was 120 young smart farmers in
Ranong province and 6 agricultural extension officers who were responsible for the work related to young smart
farmers. Data was collected from the entire population by using structured interview and focus group of 10 young
smart farmers and the officers. Statistics used in the analysis include frequency, percentage, minimum value,
maximum value and standard deviation. The results of the study stated that most of the young smart farmers
were female with the average age of 37.53 years and graduated with bachelor degree. They had the average
experience of working in agriculture for 8.75 years with the average income from agricultural sector of 206,958.30
Baht per year. 1) Farmers shared the overall opinions towards their level of knowledge in agriculture after the
training, they believed that their knowledge were at the higher level in every aspect. 2) Farmers agree on the
development were at the moderate level especially about performance promotion. Regarding the changes of
farmers pre-training and post-training, it demonstrated that there was statistically significant difference as after
the training, the changes were at the high level in every aspect in both to themselves, to the officers, and to
the network. 3) Farmers had potential at the moderate level and wanted to have the potential development
at the high level especially on the aspect of the pride in being a farmer. 4) Overall, farmers had problems
especially regarding high cost of production. Farmers suggested that the department should voluntarily open
up the training project participation to farmers. The curriculum should also come from the needs of young
smart farmers with the focus on knowledge, technology, new innovation, and real practice. They further
recommended that the presenters should have expertise in extension guidelines such as the extension of
individual farm production plan, knowledge adoption, as well as push young smart farmers to have more roles

and to be proud of being a farmer.

Keywords: Young smart farmer, Young smart farmer potential, Extension and development guideline
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